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suppers given to the young volunteers on their way to the
frontier. Never were more magnificent banquets spread than
in these days of September; never were the salons of Madame
Eoland and Madame Talma more brilliantly lighted up; never
were the theatres more thronged or the journals more read.
Paris seemed passing through a phase of feverish gaiety and
was waiting for the arrival of the Prussians or for the struggle
for political power to recommence Those who had to mourn
the death of friends or relatives had to conceal their gloomy
faces for fear a like fate might strike themselves, and any
who had friends among the advanced Republican party
sought their advice as to what it were best to do.

Among those who sought advice, Madame Colbert, widow
of the Marquis de Colbert, the descendant of the famous
minister of Louis XIV., came to Bertrand Bar&re, and asked
what she should do with her sons, who under the ancient
regime would have been the Marquis, the Comte, and the
Vicomte de Colbert. The eldest boy was only eighteen and
the youngest fourteen. Barere's advice was short, and at once
taken. " Send all three to the frontier as volunteers," he said.
" Their presence there will protect you at home, marchioness
though you be. No one will dare to attack you in Paris with
your sons on the frontier, and there they will be safe."l The
advice was taken, and the ranks of the volunteers on their
way to the frontier were filled with young nobles who went
to expiate the misfortune of their birth by their bravery on
the frontier, and by their courage there protected their relatives
at home.

Paris was merely waiting until the Convention should
meet, and all France was occupied, as was Paris itself, in com-
pleting its elections to the new Assembly. Meanwhile the old
dying Assembly concluded its labours by a vote of admiration
of the conduct of Beaurepaire, governor of Verdun, and by
ordering the use of cartes civiques. The Prussians had rapidly
moved on Verdun The municipality determined to surrender,
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